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AdmirAl C-Tow PACkAge

Premier Unlimited
C-Tow PaCkage
Boat towing to nearest Port of
repair, peace of mind at sea, 24 hour assistance
is a call away. Unlimited number of tows.
Unlimited service calls. Unlimited access to all
C-Tow member Benefits. extended coverage
area. C-Tow coverage into the San Juan islands.
$200 per year.
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CAPTAin C-Tow PACkAge

Boat towing to nearest Port of repair.
Comes with all the great service of
the admiral Package. Limited to two tows per
membership. Unlimited service calls.
Unlimited access to all C-Tow member Benefits.
$150 per year.
COMMANDER

CommAnder C-Tow PACkAge

only Fresh water - great Lakes
(may 1 to october 31)
all the great service of the admiral Package.
Limited to Two tows per membership. Unlimited
service calls. Unlimited access to all C-Tow
member Benefits. $100 per year.

1-888-419-CTOW

1-888-419-2869 | 24 HOURS

www.c-tow.ca
Call or visit our website for details
and our service areas

33% discount to
CPS members

Peace of Mind at Sea

The Problems of Summer

The crew at Pacific Yacht Systems troubleshoots some of the
summer season’s most common electrical problems
THE WEATHER HAS BEEN PRETTY

good and, by now, you and your
boat should have a few cruising
days under your life-jacket. The major projects are finished, or on hold,
and now is the time for relaxing and
enjoying the scenery. This month we
are going to take a look at some of
the calls we receive during the summer cruising months.
Q

Why is my inverter buzzing and
can it overheat?
There are two types of inverters, true
sine wave and modified sine wave.
Modified sine wave are noisier, less
expensive and run some, but not all
AC appliances properly. True sine
wave are more expensive, will run all
AC appliances such as microwaves,
blenders and flat-screen displays but
are quieter and are more efficient.
Both inverters will make a buzzing
noise, this is normal and a function
of the load. Unfortunately, many inverters are installed in a small space
with little air movement and can get
quite hot. Most inverters will have an
automatic shut-off which will prevent them from over-heating. If your
inverter is in a cabinet, it is a good
idea to leave the door open while you
are using it, or better still, provide
good venting.
This is worth repeating: When you
are not using your inverter, turn it off.
During the day when you are off in

the dinghy or during the night while
you sleep, you may not need to run
your inverter. Just turn it on when you
are making coffee, watching the TV
or using another 110-volt appliance.
When the inverter is on and nothing
is plugged in (no load), the unit itself
can still use between one and three
amps per hour. 12 amp-hours to 36
amp-hours per day is a long time to
sit idling.
If all you want to do is charge your
cell phone or iPad, simply use a cigarette-style USB adaptor. It works directly off 12 volts and you spare the
energy loss of converting DC to AC
and back to DC again. They are inexpensive and are available online or
at electronic stores. The only gotcha
here is to make sure the USB adaptor
has the wattage to handle the power
required to re-charge a tablet.
Q

In the warmer weather, should
I be concerned about my batteries
overheating?
When you are using your boat more
often, and especially when you are cycling the batteries, you should check
the water level in your flooded deepcycle batteries more frequently than
in the off season. You shouldn't need
to add distilled water more than once
a month and you should never allow
the water level to go below the plates.
Using a battery temperature sensor to
monitor the battery temperature will
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provide information to your inverter/
charger so it can adjust the voltage,
this will optimize charging and extend
your battery life.
Q

My generator is not charging the
batteries as fast I thought it would
First thing to check if you have a manual AC source selector switch is that
you switched it from “off” or “shore” to
“generator.” Second, while using the
generator the batteries are charged
through the charger, so look at the
voltage on your batteries before and
after you run your generator. Normally, you should see a voltage above
13 VDC once the generator is running
the charger.
Here is a gotcha: don’t always look
for a charging voltage of 13 VDC. If
your batteries are heavily depleted,
the voltage before running the generator might be 11.5 VDC. Once the
generator starts the voltage might only
rise to 12.5 VDC at the beginning of the
charge. The trick here is to look for an
increase in battery voltage. If there is

no difference before and after running
the generator then you know the charger is not functioning off the generator. Having too little charging capacity
is common problem these days.
Many boaters add and add battery
capacity, but they rarely consider
matching their battery capacity to
their charging capabilities. As a rule
of thumb, you should have a minimum
of 10 to 20 percent of charging capacity compared to your battery bank
size. We often are tasked with changing chargers for this purpose or even
adding a second or third charger to
properly charge a large battery bank
and also to reduce genset runtime.
Q

My battery monitor stopped reading the
batteries, what should I do?
The first thing to do is check your battery monitor voltage sensor and power
connections at your battery, perhaps
the fuse has blown in either connection. Next, get yourself a good multimeter, they are inexpensive and available at places like Lordco. Use the

TIP

Fuse Kits
We highly recommend that you put
together a complete set of both
glass and blade fuses. Spend the
time to go over your boat and make
a list of the fuses you are using. They
are readily available at your local
chandler. Quite often we zap strap
or tape an extra fuse in the location
of the actual fuse so you don’t have
to go hunting for them. It’s much
easier to pick up fuses in Vancouver
than anchored at the end of Princess Louisa.

The New

Gulf Islands
Cruising Guide
Special Offer

Free
eBook version
when you buy a
regular book.*

A Seaside Auction Event Benefiting
The BC Cancer Foundation

Featuring:

Cruising with marine author Peter Vassilopoulos.
Anchorages, docks, island features and all the information to help
make boating in the area a pleasure for the family.

Books available at marine stores, marinas and book shops

*Valid until September 15th 2014
Contact us at...boating@dccnet.com
www.marineguides.com

All of our books can be loaded on iPad and other Tablet readers.

NO MINIMUM. NO RESERVE.
AUGUST 22, 2014
PENDER ISLAND, BC

www.luxuryauctionhouse.com
+ 1 778 484 5300
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meter to measure that voltage at the
batteries, at rest the batteries should
be between 11 VDC to 12.8 VDC.
If you have a voltage at the battery
and none at the battery monitor, you
know the problem lies in between
the battery monitor and battery.

5000 Genoa Bay Road, Duncan, BC V9L 5Y8
Phone/Fax 1-250-746-7621 | Toll Free 1-800-572-6481
Multimeters are
inexpensive, readily available and
will help diagnose
battery problems
quickly.

www.delta-marine.com
MARINE SERVICE

mechanical & electrical service
fiberglass

w

bright work

gel coat
w

w

detailing

painting facilities

stainless & aluminum fabrication
complete refits

w

55 ton travel lift

100 ton travel lift option, mid island
custom wood work & rigging shop
custody & provisioning

absentee owner care
2075 Tryon Rd Sidney BC V8L 3X9
Westport Marina in Tsehum Harbour

brenda@delta-marine.com

IdEAl MoorAgE loCAtIoN

Tel: 250.656.2639
Fax: 250.656.2619

SAIL RECYCLING
Vancouver, BC based
REDFLAGDESIGN wants your surplus
sails to recycle into bags.

Nightly • Monthly • Annual
Protected natural beauty
Chandlery • 50 ton Travelift • Boatyard
Restaurant & Pub • Coffee Shop
Groceries • Fuel dock • Wi-Fi
maplebaymarina.com
250.746.8482
866.746.8482
VHF 66A
Maple Bay, Vancouver Island, BC
Entry via Sansum Narrows • Chart 3478

Drop off or
Pick up available.
Please contact us
for details.

REDFLAGDESIGN
318 INDUSTRIAL AVENUE
VANCOUVER, BC
INFO@REDFLAGDESIGN.CA
604 681 0531

Q

I was anchored for two days and then
ran the boat for three hours to my
next destination but my batteries
were not charged, how do I know if
my alternator is charging my house
and starter batteries?
First thing is to look at is voltage
on the engine gauge, which should
show an increase of volts after the
engine started. Assuming the batteries are not too discharged, you
should see a voltage of 13.5 or higher. As with sizing the charger for
your batteries, it’s also important
to match the alternator to your battery bank size. We see many boaters whose alternators barely keep
up with the loads while onboard. In
some cases the loads on the batteries exceed the charging capacity of
the alternators. Over time the batteries will drain even if the motors
are running.
TIP

Check your bilge pump
One thing we see quite often is a
bilge pump that has stopped working.
Throughout the summer season, make
sure to check both the automatic switch
and the manual operation by simply
lifting the float switch and the remote
manual switch. It is always a good idea
to have a spare float switch and bilge
pump on board.
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TIP

Check your anchor
winch or windlass
We recently had a client call us because her
normally-reliable windlass on her older 34-foot
Bayliner was sporadically blowing the fuse. The
wires and connections were all good so it was
isolated to the windlass itself. These symptoms
are typical of a windlass motor in need of
attention. After removing the windlass, it was
easy to see that the motor had completely
corroded from years of exposure to salt air.
Most anchor winches are installed in a housing
on the bow which is not properly sealed. It is a
good idea to take if off and inspect it prior to
the start of every boating season.

Jeff Cote is a systems design engineer and owner
of Pacific Yacht Systems, a full-service shop delivering marine electrical and navigation solutions
for recreational boats. Visit their website and
blog for info and articles on marine electrical
systems, projects and more. www.pysystems.ca

PROTECT
THE ONES YOU LOVE.

Keep your investment safe with a boathouse or open moorage at Ladysmith Marina.
• Boathouses from 50’– 100’ overall lengths • Security Gate • 50 amp/100 amp metered power
• Pre-arranged valet service • 20 minutes from BC Ferries Nanaimo Terminal • 5 minutes from Nanaimo Airportt
• Free-Stay Reciprocal Moorage included • Ample Free Parking

GET ONE YEAR’S
FREE MOORAGE
WHEN YOU PURCHASE
A NEW BOATHOUSE

www.ladysmithmarina.com • 1-250-245-4521
OPEN MOORAGE FOR 30’-100’ VESSELS NOW AVAILABLE
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